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LETTER. &c 


InGENIOUs SIR, 


A TEES AS the Picture then of 
a rotten Miniſter alarm- 
ed you? Has the Story 
of a cripple, a profligate 
Adminiſtration, moved 
your Choler?— Has the 
Fate of Cochran, (pu- 
niſhed upwards of Two Hundred Years 
ſince, brought to Juſtice for his enorm- 
ous Crimes, his Treachery to his Maſter, 
his Ingratitude to his Royal Miſtreſs ; 
his Plots, his Schemes, his barefac'd At- 
tempts againſt the Conſtitution) terri- 
fy'd you, and ſet before your Eyes in 
hideous Colours, the Loſs of your Wa- 
ges, the Price of your proſtitute Iniqui- 
ty, the Diſappointment of the Reward 

A 2 you 
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you think your ſelf entitled to for your 
gallant Exploits in the War you wage 
againſt the Liberties of your Coun- 
try 2— Has the Name of a Halter diſ- 
orderd your flimſy Brain, and moved 
you, after two Months Deliberation, to 
{ſaddle with Cochran's Guilt ſome other 
Miniſter (a Hero in the Clouds, whom, 
Don Opixot-like, you conceive yourſelf 
bound to defend) to fix beneath his left 
Ear the Hair Tether ; to wreſt into a 
Parallel an innocent Narrative, and 
apply to him a Portion of Hiſtory, which 
(as the Author declares in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms p. 18. and 21.) has fo little Con- 
nection with any ſubſequent Occurren- 
ö ces, that he doubts if a Rehearſal of 
N the Facts it contains will in theſe Days 


be credited. 61,88 
Dare you, after this, eſtabliſh a Simi- 
litude of Circumſtances > ——Who be- 
comes, in this Caſe, the Libeller 2 
He who ſimply. relates a Fact, or he 
| who idly applies it ? —— Who is to be 
EL eſteemed moſt dangerous: — The fair 
| Adyverſary (ſuppoſing it were the Caſe) 
or the blundering injudicious Friend? 
But if, in this your notable Perform- 
ance, you was guided by the Shadow of 
Reaſon, I can frame but one Excuſe for 
you, and I am loath to ſuſped it. 
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I would 


(9.2 

I would fain hope we are not come to 
that Paſs, that the Sound of the Words, 
the bare Mention of the Means (Or 
BETTER SECURING THE LIBERTIES os 
THE SUBJECT) even in a diſtant Coun- 
try) ſhould occaſion dreadful and pre- 
poſterous Alarms! Such, you ſee, were 
endeavoured to be obtained-in Sir Ro- 
bert Cochran's Miniſtry, by Bills, by 
Remonſtrances, by Petitions from the 
Patriots, and he had the barefaced Im- 
pudence, tho' faintly, and with Trem- 
bling, to oppoſe ſome, and reje or ri- 
dicule others — But he was near his 
End And after ſuch avowd Declara- 
tions, Neceſſity would have juſtified Me- 
thods more irregular than thoſe that 
were purſued to reſcue the Kingdom, 
brought within a few Months of De- 
ſtruction by his Ambition, by his Folly 

and Deſpair. 0 
As I cannot therefore bring within 
the Compaſs of Prudence and Reaſon 
the Drift of your Undertaking, I ſhall, 
in that reſpect, leave you to the Cen- 
ſure of the World, and the Corre&ion 
of your Patron. He is the beſt Judge 
how far the Injury you have done his 
Character is compenſated by your Tri- 
umph, by your idly repeating over and 
over the Reſtitution of that large Ship 
(the Prince of Scotland I think the _ 
called 


£6.) 

called) the ſingle Ship, out of Numbers 
that were, with Impunity, and without 
Reſtitution, ſuffered to be taken during 
Cochran's (if you object to Sir Robert's) 
Adminiſtration. This, in no ways, con- 
tradicts the Words nor the Meaning of 
the Author you attempt to laſn. Caſt 
an Eye once more on p. 40. 

But, Righteous, Impartial, Scrupu- 
lous Sir, was the Cargo of that ſame 
Princely Ship reſtored? The only thing 
valuable, and worth demanding, after 
ſo many Years Detention ? No! But 
Commiſſaries, you tell us, were appoint- 
ed to ſettle the Claims of the Mer- 
chants :>—An old Trick, you ſee,.—a 
ſtale Contrivance to ſtop the Mouths of 
helpleſs Sufferers, and rid a Miniſter, 
for a Time, of the Clamours of the In- 
jured and Oppreſſed. Yet, for the ſake 
of this empty Reſtitution in the capital 
Point (as you term it) of Loſſes at Sea, 
to you, moſt Judicious Sir, it ſeemed 
meet to ſtrain this harmleſs Piece of 
Hiſtory into a Libel, and pin it to the 
Sleeve of your Benefactor. 2 

Be not then ſurprized, that no Native 
of North Britain undertook to accuſe 
the Writer of Sir Robert Cochran's Life, 
of Miſrepreſentations and Abuſe, where- 
of no Man verſed in Hiſtory will think 
him guilty. But give me Leave to en- 

> tertain 


C7) 
tertain you a little upon your conſum- 
mate Knowledge in theſe Matters, and 
the candid Light in which you have 
been pleaſed to ſtate them, If I do it 
in a Stile as looſe and incorrect as yours, 
you will have no Room to accuſe me of 
Coſtiveneſs ; But if I happen to prove 
you Ignorant of Grammar, and that you 
as little underſtand the Hiſtorian you 
pretend to tranſlate, as you Compre- 
hend the Meaning of the Pamphlet you 
attempt to confute, I ſhall better de- 
ſerve at your Hand, the Title of Pedam 
than the Author of Sir Robert Cochran, 
whom, in the Opinion of the World, 
you moſt unjuſtly accuſe in this as well 
as in other Points. 
- Know then, Sir, in the firſt Place, that 
Preſton. in every Country except this, 
had a Right-to the Title of a Man of 
Quality: Buchanan ſtiles Nobilis who» 
ſoever is deſcended of an honourable 
and ancient Family; his Barony entitled 
him (without Election) to a Seat in Par- 
N and on that ſcore it ſeems to me, 
at leaſt doubtful, if the Title of Lord 
was not properly his due. Surely, be 
has as good a Right to it as Ramſay, 
upon whom you readily beſtow Nobili- 
ty, from the Authority of the very ſame 
Expreſſion you ſcruple it to Preſton. 
Whence proceeds this Partiality? Are 
you 


(83) 

ou any ways a-kin to that dainty Po- 
litieian ? (*) But let this trifling Cir- 
cumſtance ſtand as it will; that this no- 
ble Lord, or what you pleaſe to call him, 
was wormed out of Favour, and ſent 
to his Farm by his new Ally, you 
preſume not to contradict; and thus 
the firſt Lie, which by Vertue of your 
Billinesgate Breeding, you endeavour to 
fix upon the Author, dwindles into no- 
thing, or recoils upon your ſelf. 
Vour Apology for Buchanan's Ex preſ- 
fion, Honeſto loco natus, is wretched. You 
know, tho you think it for your Purpoſe 
to prevaricate, that many Noblemen as 
well as Gentlemen were of Sir Robert's 
Faction. The more Shame for them. 
— All the great Offices were filled 
with Men of Figure, tho' being made 
mere Cyphers by the Uſurpation of that 
Power- ingroſſing Miniſter, - their Names 
are ſcarce mentioned, till, tir d of Seroi- 
tude, they joined with the Coumry Par- 
1 and hang d him. e wha thd $cug 

But, to deal with you more candidly 
than you have done with your Author, 
I take it for granted, that your Suppofi- 
tion in Relation to Cochran's Father-in- 
Law, is a palpable Error of the Prefs. 

You mean doubtleſs, that if Hiſtory had 
. 
1 82 not 
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not directly affirmed the contrary, by 
Miſtake he might have been ſuppoſed 
Taylor, (a Stay-maker) or ſome ſuch 
ſcoundrel Employment. That is the only 
Profeſſion, wherein Money is to be made 
of which there never was a Gentleman 
known, and I challenge you, Sir, to 
name one Perſon allied to a Taylor, hut 
has not the Air, and is not gonerally 

eſteemed a Lonſy, dirty Dog. 
The Author I fancy will not difown, 
that he deſcribed Roger in very few and 
general Words: Yet maim'd as the 
Picture was, the Name, it would ſeem 
by your Harping, might have been ſpar'd 
at Bottom. I acknowledge, indeed, your 
Obſervation juſt, that ſinking ſo materi- 
al a Paſſage, as that of his wronging the 
Queen, is an unpardonable Omiſſion: 
For——o' my Conſcience, I believe the 
World is in that Point agreed. That he 
did her Majeſty more Hurt than all the 
Blood of his Family cou'd ever make a 
Mends, or attone for. But you miſtake, 
if you imagine that Roger did not en- 
deavour, at leaſt to paſs himſelf upon the 
World for a Man of Buſinefs. Hume 
*© politively affirms, 7 hat on theſe 7290, 
* meaning him and Sir Robett, the 
King repoſed the whole Weight of this 
„ Afairs:” As true it is, that the Au- 
thor abovenamed never ſtiles Roger, 
B Sir, 


(10) 


Sir, that Ordo Equeſtris may fignify 


a Knight of the Shire as well as a Baro- 
net; fo, that the Words of the Biogra- 
pher in Relation to Roger, ſtand lite- 
rally true and uncontroverted ; tho if you 
chuſe to conſtitute him into the Bargain, 
a Pimp, the Writer I conceive will have 
no ſort of Objection to it. | 
You preſume in the next Place, Sir, 
to affirm, © that in thoſe Days no Or- 


der © exiſted in Scotland with either 


Badge or Collar,” and thereby you be- 
tray your groſs Ignorance. Are you ac- 
quainted pray, Sir, with the various Or- 
ders that have exiſted in Scotland“? Did 
you ever read of the famous Horn-Or- 
der? And is not Sir Robert's wearing 


four Horns, and adorned with Jewels too, 


(a) a ſtrong Preſumption, nay, a plain 
Demonſtration indeed, that he was 
Grand Maſter of the Order. 

But the Author, you ſay, deceives 
the Reader in the general Deſcription 
of the Clan (tho' in Reallity he means 
only to deſcribe the Chief) and that it 
is with no honeſt View he wilfully ſup- 
preſſes, (v) as you imagine, the Meaning 
of theſe Words, viliſſimarum artium 
25 Behold again a manifeſt Ef- 
ec of the Want of claſſical Knowledge. 


(a) Wind. (6) Detect. 


1 | Nero 


( 11 ) 

Nero is ſtil'd by Tacitus, and by Sueton 
too, if I miſtake not, 2i/z/imarium arti- 
um opifex. But however it may have 
been faſhionable in ſome Ages to vilify, 
to miſrepreſent, to load with perſonal 
Abuſe the greateſt-of Monarchs, you will 
not ſurely preſume to call the Emperor 
a Handicrafts-Man, a Taylor's Son-in- 
Law, a low-born Miſcreant of the mean- 
eft Occupation.(c) Yet thus you igno- 
rantly conſtruc Buchanan's Words, o- 
mitted indeed, in your Author's Quota- 
tion, but underſtood and explained by 
him in the fulleſt extent they will bear. 

You ſure, are the ſingle Man who ap- 
prehends, that the Miniſter's exceſſive 
Riches, and bis infamous Methods of 
r cn” (4d) are, by the Wri- 
ter of bis Life zhrown into Obſcuri- 
ty. You are the only. Perſon who ever 
ſuſpected, that his Modeſty, in the 
Uſe of Power, or in any other Re- 
ſpelt, is in the leaſt Danger of being 
called in Queſtion ; and be not afraid 
that. his Eſtate will be conceived too 
ſmall. to maintain a Velch Juſtice of the 
Peace, ſince it is notorious that the 
whole Principality of Valet would ſcarce 


have been ſufficient to ſatiate his vora- 


cious Appetite, 


(c) Detect. (a) Detect. 
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( 12 ) 
By theſe Samples the World will judge 
of your Veracity,-and which is moſt to 
be credited, a-Hackney Scribler;.or the 
unbiaſled Writer of Sir Robert 'Cochran's 
Life; by whom I-can perceive no Crimes 
imputed to the Miniſter without Foun- 
dation, nothing material ſuppreſſed that 
appears to hàve conſiſted with his Know- 
ledge, And inſtead of anſwering your 
other trifling.: Objections of this Sort, 
let me recommend to your ſerious Con- 
ſideration the following Remark, That 
as by dint of Brazen Impudlence. 
By the prevatling Influence of his mean 
Sentiments, and the awkard Impulſes 
of a Baſtard Anuibition, he ſwallow'd 
more Reproach, ſubmitted to gręſſer In- 
faults, and for Tears together langh d over 
more ſcurrilous Treatments, than the 
leaſt delicate f his'Predeceſſors (in high 
Station) wort d' have refted under one 
Night, for the Enjoyment of uny Crown, 
but. u Celeſtial Crown; whith, ſurely, 
_ was never the Objett of his Ambition, ſo 
after his Death it is vain to pretend to 
$kreen him: Hi Fate oug hi rather to be 
fet up as a Beucon to Poſterity to avoid 
the perilous'Courſe he fleer'd; and to be- 
dare f the Racks of Confidence und Se- 
_ carity, upon which he unoxpetttdly ſhip- 
wreck d. | 7 | 
hone But 
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(13) 
But how»ftrangely : it diſturbs you, 
Loyal Sir, to find the King treated 
throughout this,-Liibel (as you call it) 
with ſo much Decency and Reſpect. 
The Writer has no further mentioned 
the Misfortunes of that Inglorious Reign, 
tban it became abſolutely neceſſary, in 
order to illuſtrate. the Character of that 
King's: ſeeming Favourite; but, ſurely 
his moſt dangerous Enemy. He left it 
to you, Sir, to ſet forth in ſhocking 
Terms (g) the melancholy Cataſtrophe 
of that deluded Monarch; to copy after 
a Sett of proſtitute Wretches who were 
bountifully rewarded, in thoſe: Days, for 
vilifying the Royal Character, for blend- 
ing the ſacred Name of Majeſty with 
that of a faithleſs, treacherous Servant: 
Who regarded his Prince no otherways 
than as the Tool of his Ambition, the 
Inſtrument of his publick Iniquity, and 
as a Skreen from the Reſentments of an 
injured People. Who took to himſelf 
the Merit of every Thing that had the 
Appearance of Humanity; Munificence, 
or publick Good; and ſet his Maſter like 
à Centinel in the Breach; expoſed to the 
Brunt of popular Rage and Clamour, ex- 
oited by his repeated Crimes, whilſt he 
skulked behind the Throne, and skreen'd 


(g) Detect. 
under 


(14 ) 

under the Royal Shadow his guilty 
JJ... 7 NT Ot tw 
Do you want Proofs, do y6u require 
Inſtances, Sir, of theſe enormous Practi- 
ces? Multitudes may be furniſhed both 
Publick and Private; they will be pro- 
duced in proper Time, and ſooner poſſibly 
than you look for. Forbear therefore, 
your impudent, your impotent Scurrility ; 
fotbear-your fruitleſs Perverſions of  Hi- 
ſtory for very injudicious Ends; forbear 
your villainous Slander to one who con- 
temns and deſpiſes all the Calumnies 
that can come from the Quarter you be- 
long to; to one who has more of Pub- 
lick Spirit than ever influenced the cor- 
rupt Tribe of Scriblers, and all who 
profeſs themſelves their Protectors and 
Admirers; forbear, in a Word, to provoke 
one who has Truth, and Juſtice, and 
Right, on his Side, and to whom you 
ſhew yourſelf in no Shape an equal 
Match. 8 {37 

Had not the Author given you, and 
fuch as you, reaſon to complain (as you 
have done) (B) of his dutiful regards 
for Majeſty, he had ill anſwered the 
the Character you give him of a Fa- 
vourer of the Patriots, a Friend, a zea- 
lous Friend to their Principles, and one 


(5) Detect. 


(15) 

who highly approves, and will for ever 
juſtify their Conduct, and even the Me- 
thod they took to deliver their Country 
from the Scourge of a Man, whom even 
you, Sir, who barefacedly dare profeſs 
yourſelf his Advocate, acknowledge a 
Criminal, an odious Miniſter. 2c 

Did they not evince, even on that 
Occaſion, when every 'Thing was in their 
Power, their dutiful Sentiments, their 
profound Reſpect for the Inviolable, the 
Sacred Perſon of their King > Shall I 
repeat Hume's Words > — Did they not, 
at his Deſire releaſe one of the Guilty ? 
That unworthy Stripling, Ramſay; 
who lived to verify the old Proverb (i) 
and, like a true Diſciple of his Patron 
Sir Robert Cochran, purſued his Maxims, 
and accompliſhed what every wiſe Man 
had long foreſeen, and ever honeſt one 
foretold, muſt prove the infallible Con- 
ſequence of his Meaſures and Conduct. 
Did they not profeſs on that notable Oc- 
caſion, that the removing of the Mini- 
ſter, the hanging him (if every odious 
Circumſtance muſt be expreſſed) was be- 
come indifpenſibly neceſſary, in order to 
relieve the King from the Spells of a 
Varlet, who, it would ſtill —_ (as it 
was then alledged) had bewitched himꝰ 


(i) Save a Thief from the Gallows, &c. 
Had 


(16) 

/ Had they it not in View, in concerting 
what they ſo bravely executed, to ſecure 
the Eſtabliſhmeat, to preſerve to his roy- 
al Poſterity the Crown, which muſt have 
otherwiſe, been torn, from them by their 
Enemies? - Did not the-ſubſequent Steps 
of the Patriots demonſtrate to the World, 
that this was their Intent, their only 
Meaning——'Tho' Providence, in its in- 
ſearchable Ways, deprived them of the 
Happineſs of preſerving the Perſon of that 
unfortunate. deluded Monarch, whoſe 
Eyes were, doubtleſs, ſealed up by an 
inviſible Hand for an Example to ſuo- 
ceeding Kings. Such he proved, and a 
profitable one, as Hiſtory moſt circum- 
ſtantially ſets forth, to his Son and 
Succeſſor, that Glorious, that Generous, 
Humane, and Pablick-ſpirited Prince, 
James IV. And had the Author been 
moved by an unſeaſonable Deſire of 
making his Court to the Prince their 
Son (as you are pleaſed to inſinuate p. 45.) 
he had a noble Field for his Purpoſe. () 
Give over, therefore, meddling with 
theſe Points: Vou will get nothing by 
it, but a further Opportunity of expoſing 
your mercenary Turn; or, what will 
afflict you ſtill more, your Character, 
as a Man of Wit, will. ſuffer, and the 


(k) See Lindſay p. 102, 104. Buch. P. 242z 243» 244. 


World 


and 245. © 
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World be apt to judge, that theſe {Mme 
pretty Parts are ſpoilt, by your aſſociating 
your ſelf ſo long with Blanderers. I 
can one otherwiſe account for your 
gravely imparting to the Publick, That 
an Infant of Three Years old was ſedu- 
ced from his Duty by Arzuments, by 
'Threats of being deprived of the Crown ? 
In the ſame, or a few Pages after, you 
tell us, that the Prince was Sixteen, 
when he put himſelf at the Head of the 
Country Party. —What Age he was, 
exactly, I really know not, without 
turning over my Books, and I don't 
think you worth ſo much Trouble. But 
iu. is-certain he was a young Man, and 
was not, for ſome 'Time after his Fa- 
ther's, and long after his Mother's Death, 
married to Margaret, eldeſt Daughter 
to Henry the Seventh. 

After hefitating your Diſlike (for your 
Betters dare go no further) of the Re- 
ſpect ſhewn to the Prince, you quarrel 
with your Author for not pulling in the 
Queen, by Head and Shoulders, in order 
to daub her Royal Character with falſe 
Flattery. Why really, Sir, if he could 
collect no better Materials for that Pur- 
poſe, from Hiſtory, than you have fa- 
voured us with, I think he ated a much 
wiſer Part, to ſuffer that illuſtrious 
Princeſs to-reſt in Peace. | 
422 CG . . 


628.9 
You make nothing of the Dilemma 
which he poſſibly foreſaw, of derogating 
from the Honour of the King her Huſ- 
band, or publiſhing a groſs Falſhood, a 
ſhameleſs Lie. Neither of theſe, in- 
deed, ſeem to coſt you the leaſt Uneaſi - 
neſs, as is evident in two. remarkable 
Inſtances. In the firſt, you bountifully 
beſtow upon a Maſculine: (I) Princeſs, 
(as you term her) the Command. of her 
Royal Conſort's Sword: The Preroga- 
tive of Sheathing it and Unſheathing it, 
as it beſt ſuited her Humour or Purpoſes. 
But, alas! Sir, the Sword of the unfor- 
tunate Monarch you mean (m) bappened 
to be moſt injudiciouſly managed; it 
ruſted in the Scabbard, when it' ought 
to have been employed, and was cruell 
bandled, you tell us, againſt his faithful 
Subjects; whoſe only Quarrel with him 
was his ſuffering himſelf to be deluded. 
by ſtale Artifices, and giving up his 
Intereſts an irretrievahle Sacrifice to 
the active Ambition, and never flucuat- 
ing Views of the Court of France. In 
the ſecond Inſtance, Sir, you manage the 
„Words of an Hiſtorian with ſo much 
Dexterity, ſo fingular a Slight of Hand, 
that it were: Pity to deprive you of the 
Juſtice your Ingenuity: deſerves. Let us 


com- 


(19) 
compare, therefore, the Original with 
your Tranſlation. 'That the Queen (not 
of Hen. VI. be it underſtood) was a Wo- 
man of a graceful Appearance, and ſin- 
gular Probity, Buchanan fays, and the 
World agrees. Mulier ſingulari forme, 
gratia & probitate, are his Words. But 
what-follows——Nothing to the Preju- 
dice of her Character indeed Oxzque 
viri Mrænatos impetus plerumque modoe- 
rari credebatur. Thus moſt faithfully 
as well as elegantly interpreted by 
you, Likewiſe whoſe Graces had an 
happy Efett im reſtraining the Violence 
_ of ber Times. (u) Efranatos impetus 
ori, the Violence of her Times No- 
tably performed Matte virtute efto-- 
Point out ſuch another bold Stroke in 
the Pamphlet that your unhallowed Lips 
profane with the Name of Libel, 
:You ſeem to be at a Loſs, Sir, how 
to reconeile the Miniſter's corrupting and 
uſing undue ' Influence on Parliaments, 
while Hiſtory, you ſay, affirms, that he 
would never liften to their Advice. As 
you mention this Matter modeſtly, III 
help you out for once; and if your own 
Library does not furniſh a Collection 
entitled, The black Acts, alias The black. 
Lift, have Recourſe to your Patron's 
Study at a proper Opportunity, and there 
| () Detect. e ; 
C 2 you 
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you will diſcover innumerable Inſtances 
of Perſons corrupted, whom no body 
ever thought worth conſulting. Sir Ro- 
bert Cochran, I can tell you too, Sir, 
reckoned the Money well beſtowed, and 
had he not been extremely liberal; nay 
moſt profuſe in this way, he had never 
lived to grace the Bridge of | Lander. 
But, had he—Blunderer” as he was, 
corrupted ſuch a ſtupid Cur: as you to 
write Pamphlets for him, I queſtion if 
either Parliament or Army would have 
thought him worth hanging. 
It is now become of very little Con- 
ſequence to the Publick, under whoſe 
Adminiſtration that memorable Conteſt 
happen d, about naming a Biſhop to the 
vacant See of $7. Andrew's; or who 
was the Author of theſe unchriſtian Pro- 
-ceedings againſt the Reverend Doctor; 


2 Prieſt, or a Miniſter. But, for the 


fake of Truth, and that I will not ſuffer 
the leaſt 'Trifle to paſs with you; I do 
inſiſt upon it, that the Epithet, Nebulo- 
nes, made uſe of by Huchanan, on that 
Occaſion, is applicable but to one Par 
Nobile Fratrum (in Iniquity, ſinee you 
object to their being called ſo on account 
of their Fate) to one Couple of Mini- 
ſters in that Reign; and to put an End, 
at once, to all your Chronological Ca- 
vils, know, that Sir Robert Cochran 
came 
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came into Power in 71, tho' we have 
heard before now, the Commencement 
of his Adminiſtration, poſtponed to 75, 
(the Date of a famous Treaty) (o) juſt 
for ſuch Reaſons as in this Caſe move 
you to prevaricate and pervert the 
Truth to lay your Blunders at other 
People's Doors. < 
By this Computation you ſee the Earl 
of Arran's Diſgrace falls within the time 
of Cochrans Power, and tho the Wri- 
ter of his Life does not determine to 
whom it was owing; to him, to the 
Kennedies, or to the Influence of the 
new Queen; yet it was moſt probably 
the Work of the Miniſter, to deter 
dthers from ſpeaking Truth to the King, 
upon the Score of Freedoms they might 


have been in Poſſeſſion of before his Ma- 


jeſty had the Reins of Government put 
into his Hands. Could any Thing be of 
greater Importance, or more ſignal Uſe 
to a Riſing, or to a deſperate Miniſter, 
khan to evidence to the World his Om- 
nipotence, by baniſhing from Court a 
Perſon of the Earl's diſtinguiſh'd Parts 
and Conſideration, in high Eſteem and 
Favour with the King, who lived with 
him as a Friend: An Honour he deſerv- 
ed not only by his inviolable Fidelity to 
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the Royal Family, but by a moſt affecti- 
onate and diſintereſted Attachment to 
the Perſon of his Majeſty. — 

The Accompliſhment of this great 
Point left the Miniſter but one Inſtance 
more, to ſhew that his Maſter had no 
Will of his own (tho' I don't find that 
he was ſo barbarous as to make uſe, of 
it) I mean, the Removal of the Lady 
 Crighton from Court; the only Perſon 
of her Sex, beſides the Queen, whom 
this Monarch is faid to have honoured 
with his Favour and Confidence, and 
who, according to all Accounts, highly 
deſerved it. (p) This differs widely from 
the Language you ſpeak. () Yet, if 
you will lay aſide your Prejudices, and 
conſult Hiſtory once more, you muſt 
acknowledge it is ſtrictly true. — 

But what the Plague poſſeſſed you to 
wander out of your Road in Search of 
an Opportunity to affront the Illuſtrious 
Houſe of Hamilton? Suppoſing one had 
err'd, methinks, that, for the ſake of 
'Three, ſo ſtanch, fo faithful, one Houſe 
might have been ſpar d. Ten ſuch, you 
know, on 4 certain Occaſion, would 
have faved a populous City. Was it the 
ſame Motive that induced (r) Bucha- 
nan (as his Commentators alledge) to 

Buch. 5: 236. > » to) . p. 17. 

(r) — 11551 Buch. * 


drop 


1 
drop the Words you have cull'd to 
flatter his Patron, who dreaded the 
Influence of that powerful Family > For 
if you are any further inſtructed in that 
Hiſtory, than the Life of Cochran has 
provok'd you, on this Occaſion, to 
glean, you muſt know from the 'Teſtimo- 
ny of the ſame Hiſtorian, that the Ha- 
miltons were Peers of Scotland 150 Years 
before the Time you write of. (s) . You 
would know too, that the Founder 
of the Family, a Man of Quality at 
the Court of England ( Homo Nobi- 
lis in Aula Anglica) was forced to ſhel- 
ter himſelf in S$coz/and from the exorbi- 
tant Power of a Prime Miniſter, (7 
having chaſtis d the Inſolence of one o 
his Creatures who, relying on the Pro- 
tection of his Patron, preſumed to put 
a publick Affront upon him. But hence 
poſſibly, moved by a ſecret Impulſe, 
proceeds your Antipathy to the Blood. 
Lou can ſcarce apprehend, you ſay, 
from the Story of Cochran, what was the 
Quarrel between the King and his People: 
Surely your Schoolmaſter had a ſad Time 
on't to inſtil into you the Scraps of La- 
tin which you now fo orofaſely retail. 


But I'll ſtate the Quarrel to you, and 
the only Quarrel, in a very few Words. 


(-) Buch. p. 149. (t) Immodica in aula potentia. id. 
It 
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It was, Sir, his employing, and; obſtis 
nately perſiſting to ſupport a Miniſter 
become odious for his repeated Attempts 
to enſlave his Country; who, jealous of 
every Man of Parts, was unequal to the, 
Weight of Buſineſs he engroſſed, and 
who, thro' Ignorance, blunder d himſelf 
into ſo dangerous, ſo deſperate a Si- 
tuation , that his Safety became 1in- 
conſiſtent with the Conſtitution, .- and in 
the End, with the Preſervation of the 
King. - n WIT 
Would you know next, Sir, what 
Party was the Obje& of this Writer's 
Fondneſs (as you term it?) Not the Boyd's, 
ſurely, for thoſe he mentions but once ; 
but he plainly ſhews himſelf a Partizan 
of the Great Men united in a deter- 
min'd Reſolution to ſacrifice the Mini- 
| ſter to the Safety of their Sovereign; 
who bravely executed their Purpoſe, 
after trying him. in the uſual Forms ns 
and did not, as you falſely alledge, tu- 
multoufly murder him. The Earl of 
Angus, in particular, ſeems to be the 
Writer's Favourite, and the Hero of the 
Piece: He, Sir, who bravely Bel['d the 
Cat; he whoſe Eloquence, Spirit, Parts, 
and Experience in Buſineſs, ſet him, with - 
out Envy, at the Head of his Party, and 
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whofe inviolable Attachment to the 
Royal Family entitled him, while he 
lived, to a large Share in the Govern- 
ment, which his Courage wreſted out of 
the worthleſs Hands that had long uſur- 
„ 

But I come now, Sir, to the Paſſages 
of Hiſtory, and the CharaQters which 
you have judged expedient to produce; 
and I muſt indeed acknowledge your 
Panegyrick upon Biſhop Kennedy perfect- 
ly juſt. He was indeed a oirtuous, a 
learned, a publick-ſpirited. Miniſter ; fo 
well acquainted with foreign Courts, 
and verſed in foreign Languages, that 
no Man of his Age was ſo well qualified 
to give Anſwers to Ambaſſadors; ſo de- 
licate were his Sentiments too, and fo 
careful was he of his Character, that he 
relign'd his Employments, and retir'd as 
ſoon 'as he found his Power inconſiſtent 
with his Dignity — A noble, a ſhining 
Teſtimony, worthy.the Imitation of Po- 
ſterity. But how does this ſerve your 
Ends, ſweet Sir ? At firſt Sight of the 
Detail you favour us with, of his noble 
Extraction, his rigid Morals, his decent 
Deportment, his patronizing , Virtue, 
Learning and Merit, his preferring the 


ublick Welfare to his own private Ends; 

his baniſhing from Court (as our Saviour 

did the vile Srockjobbers and Uſurers * 
D of 


\ 
>» 
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of the Temple) obſcene Jokes, prophane 
Witticiſms, noiſy Ribaldry, and corrupt 
Practices; and his being, therefore re- 
ſpected as the Cenſor of the Age; (x) 
when I compared all this, I fay, with 
Page 21. and 22. of Cochran's Life, at 
firſt I was charitably inclimd ro ima- 
Zine, that it delighted you to ſet-up this 
Piece in Oppoſition: to a Picture, there 
exhibited; and, by illuſtrating the Beau- 
ties of Virtue, to cooperate with the 
Author in the commendable- Purpoſe of 
rouſing the Averſion of Mankind againſt 
thoſe whom that deteſtable Repreſenta- 
tion might be found to reſemble. But 
when I cateh d you torturing a'venerable 
Character, and labouring to debaſe it by 
an awkard and impracticable Applicati- 
on, I diſcovered: the eloven Foot. 
Why did you not content yourſelf 
with expatiating on that memorable 
Paſſage of Biſhop Kennedy's Eife 2 His 
making a Queen (an ambitious Queen, 
with whom he pretended to ſhare the 
Government) a mere Cypher; and re- 
dueing her to that Pitch of Dread and 
humble Submiſſion, that (however her 
affable; benevolent, and courteous Diſpo- 
ſition inclined her to be obliging) ſhe 
ſearce durſt ſniew common Civilities to 
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thoſe who differed with him, or whom 
he happened to diſlike; yet while ſhe 
gave theſe Teſtimonies of her Deference 
to his abſolute Sway, tis impoſſible, 
however, ſhe might think proper to diſ- 
ſemble, that ſhe could ſincerely eſteem 
a Man who ſcrupled not to declare in 
the publickeſt Manner his contemptible 
Notions of her Sex, and their utter In- 
capacity for Buſineſs. This you know, 
Sir, is literally true (for I find you have 
peruſed Buchanan's 12th Book) and this, 
had you ſuppreſled the reſt of his Cha- 
rater, would have fitted your Purpoſe 
to a Hair; no Man, had you done ſo; 
could have miſtaken your Meaning, and 
I cannot for my Soul conceive what pru- 
dential Conſideration mov'd you to touch 
ſo gently, a Circumſtance ſo notorious, 
and ſo evident for the Honour of your 
ae | 

With equal Judgment, Accuracy, and 
the ſame publick-ſpirited Intention that 
adorns your whole Performance, you next 
lug in the Character of Earl Douglas. 

Him you may view, Sir, in various 
Shapes, as an Abſolute, Inſolent, Jealous, 
Over - bearing, All-graſping, Power - in- 
groſſing Miniſter; but all this with the 
Dignity of a Man of Quality, except in 
one particular (which to do you Juſtice 
you have not omitted) his patronizing 

at D 2 Thieves. 
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Thieves. In this indeed, he degenerat- 
ed from the Sentiments of his noble 
Blood, and the Character of his illuſtri- 
ous Predeceſſors; for it is reported, that 
in the Height of his Power, it was his 
chief Delight to retire to a Lodge near 
the Hermitage, ()) the Ruins whereof are 
at this Day to be ſeen upon the Banks of 
the River Liddel, with a ſcandalous 
Sett of low-born, worſe-bred, perjured 
Pickpockets; juſt ſuch as we call New- 
gate-Birds, the vile Inſtruments of his 
infamous Jobbs. Theſe he loaded with 
Riches, with theſe he diſgraced Multi- 
tudes of reputable Employments ; ſome 
of them for Rapes (the ſlighteſt Crimes 
they had ever been guilty of) he reſcu- 
ed from the Gallows, ſome he ſupported, 
who had notoriouſly perjured themſelves 
to ſecure the Sums of which they had 
robbed the Highways, and Numbers he 
protected in illegal uſurious Practices, 
tho always, as tis affirmed, for very 
valuable Conſiderations. 
Theſe were Perſons proper for his 
Purpoſes, their Characters ſuited his 
Taſte, and with theſe he indulged (as 
all Hiſtorians agree, (z) and his greateſt 
Admirers lament rather than deny, (a) 
in his Hours of Privacy and Retirement. 


(5) Hume, p. 236. (z) Buch. Lind. Detect. 5 Hume 
. You 
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You may behold him too, Sir, kick'd 
out of Place for his Inſolence, vilifying, 
calumniating, upbraiding, oppoling, not 


—— mw cw Suey . 


a Fellow-Miniſter, but a kind and boun- 
tiful Maſter. But, for all this, Sir, my 
Regards 9 the ſacred Character will 
never ſuffer me to approve of what you 
ſeem ſo much overjoyed with, and tri- 
umph in, the horrid and unprecedented 
Method of diſpatching him. What is it, 
for God's ſake, you mean ? Are you ac- 
quainted with the Story 2 Don't you know 
that a benevolent, a humane, an, other- 
wiſe irreproachable Prince, was hurried 
on to this barbarous Fact by a wicked 
Miniſter, to revenge his private Quarrel, 
to remove out of his Way a Man whom 
by Law he could not reach? Do you 
trump up and applaud this raſh, this incon- 
ſiderate Act, as an Example worthy to 
be copied after by ſucceeding Monarchs? 
Would you terrify modern Patriots with 
the Dread of treacherous Aſſaſſinations ? 
Do you imagine they are to be frighten'd 
from oppoſing a Miniſter with the idle 
Apprehenſions of being poniarded in the 
Palace 2 Wou'd you link with the Idea 
of Majeſty the childiſh Terrors of Raw- 
head and Bloody-bones? Do you recite 
this Tragical Event, with a View to de- 
grade the Royal Dignity into the Office 
of a Hangman; to ſtain the ſacred Cha- 
racter 
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racter with the Imputation of premedi- 
dated Murder ? Or, have you devoutly 
conceived Hopes of imbruing the Royal 
Hands in the Blood of their Anti-Mini- 

What elſe can your profane Words 
mean ? The juſt Puniſhment—T he 
« Stroke of Fuſtice — a Fate too noble 
17 for bis Crimes, but a Lefon to the 
« Traytors (the Oppoſers you mean) 


© of all Ages, abo treſpaſs on the Mer- 


© £4 of a Sovereign.” (b) Good God! 
What horrid Ideas does not the Purport 
of theſe impious treaſonable Words give 
Riſe to. What melancholy Reflecti- 
ons do they not produce? It would 
charm you, methinks, to behold at the 
Head of a Free State (in order to help 
out a Miniſter at a dead Lift) a C——y 
of a M--—, who could bravely bear a 


Hand at chopping off a Couple of thou- 


ſand Heads in a Morning. Pie, fie, 
Wretch! were Sovereigns to purſue the 
hellſh Maxims you approve — Were 


Princes to affect the bloody Characters 


you delight to ſet forth, who would not 
ſay with the Poet, EVE 


i ſuch Kings are by God appointed, 
The D. — may be the Lord's anointed. 


5 Detect. p. 56. and 57+ 
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9. $8. Thus I ſhall be ready to at- 
tend you, whenever you are pleafed to 
favour us with your Remarks on the re- 
maining Part of Sir Robert Cochy ans 
Life, eſpecially his foreign Tranfa&ions, 
which, for Reaſons beſt known to your 
ſelf, you have thought fit to paſs over 
in Silence. Nor ſhould I, at this time, 
have delay d paying my Reſpects to you 
ſo long, had TI heard of you ſooner. But 
your Detection had made its Appearance 
in the World, above a Week, before its 
Fame reached my incurious Ears. And 
tho this Letter may very poſſibly hap- 
pen to be ſtill longer in finding its Way 
to you, through the various Difficulties 
that certain Perſons now-a- days lye un- 
der, in tranſmitting even Trifles to a 
Correſpondent; yet I do aſſure you (and 
before you come this Length, few Words 
will, I believe; fuffice to convince you) 
that I have not beſtowed many more 
Hours in expoſing fally, as I apprehend, 
your manifold Falſhoods, Miſrepreſenta- 
tions, and Prevarications, than you em- 
ployed Weeks in nibbling at Sir Robert 
Cochran's Life. 

As to your Proſtitutions—and other 
wry, + 1 Elegancies, contained in 
your laſt Page, it were eaſy to 1 

em 


them home with . but Ichuſe 

to leave you an undiſp uted- Conqueſt in 

a Dialect you ſeem. delighted to e ll! 
in, and in which, by your indefatigable 


lication, and "long Prattice, you are 
e ſo thorough a 


